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A big

fat

mistake

Controversial TV programme causes WoItying
backlash against Gypsies & Travellers

THE TRAVELLING COMMUNITY has been shocked and
dismayed by Channel 4's programme Big Fat Gypsy Weddings
(BFGW).

Reports of families being abused in the street, of racist
comments on websites, and of Gypsy and Traveller children
being pulled from school because of bullying soared in the wake
of the BFGW.

“The series promised to show the ‘rights of passage of a secret
community’,” said Candy Sheridan from Gypsy Council 2010. “We
are a private people, but we are not secretive. This programme
has set us back 50 years.”

Over 3,000 people used Facebook to complain; others called TT.
“We want to set up a reaction group for Gypsy rights,” declared
Joe Smith from Cheshire. He added that the programmes had
made parents pull children out of school.

Amanda from Bromley said the BFGW was “causing real hurt.
Many angry Travelling people have been hurt and shocked by
the programme. They want to know: ‘What can we do?'”

Amanda said she had been emailed by a fifteen-year-old who
was being verbally bullied at school while two local women had
reported they were being ridiculed in the work place and dreaded
the day after each show.

Amanda went on: “On one website a blogger wrote that a
nearby site (which he named) should be petrol bombed. He'd
written: ‘They are all living scum that would not be missed by
any of the local community’.

At our Gypsy and Traveller Link forum Romany and Irish
Traveller women have worked very hard to promote positivity
and pride, especially for our local youth. The programmes have
affected local community relations.”
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Right of reply

The Irish Traveller Movement in Britain (ITMB) has called on
Channel 4 to give Britain's Gypsies and Travellers air time for a
right of reply. They said the series had “left all of us extremely
disappointed and angry at the very narrow portrayal of the
Gypsy and Traveller communities. We are hearing distressing
accounts from parents whose children are being bullied and
venue bookings being cancelled. We are hearing about the deep
sense of embarrassment and shame many have been left with
by such a narrow, misrepresentative and unjust portrayal of their
community and culture.”

There is a deep concern over growing tensions between Irish
Travellers and Romany Gypsies. But Candy Sheridan told TT:
“This is all about unity now: it doesn't matter whether we are
Gypsies, Irish Travellers or Roma, we have to signal to programme
makers that this is unacceptable.”

Several non-Travellers also contacted TT. One wrote: “We
need to remind everyone that, as ethnic minorities, the words
Traveller and Gypsy are proper nouns and require a capital letter
just the same as any other ethnic groups.”

Sarah G. called to say: “I'm shocked by the prejudice. I say:
Good luck to all Travelling families. I hope you win your fight
against the injustices you face.”

Despite the outrage, Channel 4 looks set to cash in on
its controversial portrayal of the Gypsy and Traveller
community with a rumoured Big Fat Gypsy Christmas

special. As a result some in the communities are now
seeking legal advice over suing for compensation as a
result of the series.
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Readers sent in their own special day pictures in response to Channel 4's programme. Left:
Bridesmaids head for the wedding of Billy Docherty (centre) who married Steven O'Driscoll in
February last year. Top right: Mark Hunter and Kathy Hughes married at Lady St Mary's in
Wareham, Dorset in August last year. Bottom right: Liverpool bride Winifred Delaney s dress is the

centrepiece in a show at Sudley House Museum, Liverpool.

Stand up and be counted

THE TEN-YEAR CENSUS, where every
man, woman and child in England and
Wales is counted, comes around on
March 27.

Census forms are being delivered to
Traveller sites and this year, for the first
time, people can mark themselves down
as ‘Gypsy’ or ‘Irish Traveller'.

“The only way we can argue for
better services is to make sure they
can see and hear us,” argues Leeds
Irish Traveller Eileen Lowther. “The
best way to do that is to tick the Gypsy/
Traveller box.”

“When we did our own ‘census’ of
1,071 Leeds Travellers we found out
that our life expectancy, on average, is
only 50 years. It was a bad shock, but
at least now the local health people
are giving us the attention we weren't

getting before.”

Despite those who believe in keeping
their heads down, Helen Bray from the
Office of National Statistics says you
can't plan services if no one knows how
many Gypsies and Travelling people
there are. “We really need Travellers to

fill in their census questionnaires.”

The census happens every 10 years
March 27 is the day to fill out your
form

It'll be 100 years before any
personal census information can be
looked at

WWW.CEnsus.gov.uk

Cover star: Candis Nergaard from Gravesend performed in

January’s Romany Stories, a s
Royal Court Theatre. Romany

ell-out play reading at London’s
playwright Dan Allum worked

with fellow writer Nell Leyshon to interweave interviews with
Romany Travellers from East Anglia and Sussex into a play,
directed by Indhu Rubasingham and sponsored by the Paul
Hamlyn Foundation pHOTO: Damien Le Bas

news in brief
Empty seat

No replacement has been announced for Assistant Chief
Constable Bill Holland, the Association of Chief Police
Officers’ man on Gypsy and Traveller affairs. Holland is

standing down from the role.

No room for Noah

Noah Burton, the Meriden Gypsy trying to get
permission for his home site near Coventry, was turned
away from a public meeting called to discuss his plans.

Remembering Judith

Judith Waldron, who worked for the Norfolk Traveller
Education Service for sixteen years, has died. “She had
worked tirelessly with young Traveller people to improve
the understanding of Traveller Culture,” said colleagues.

No to ‘bricks and mortar’

In a ruling described by lawyer Chris Johnson as a major
decision for all Gypsies and Travellers, a Somerset council
has lost its case to make a Traveller accept ‘bricks and
mortar’ accommodation. The Traveller, supported by
Sharon Baxter from the Traveller Advice Team and David
Watkinson of Garden Court Chambers, won the case on
appeal since the judge at Taunton County Court accepted
that she had an aversion to conventional housing.
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Christian conversion changed Larry’s life

LARRY HARVEY'S AUDIENCE is dressed in regulation prison Larry takes up the story. “After I got married and started a
green overalls and they are bored. family, my daughter fell ill.” She would recover after 30 hours

This is the reception area for young offenders and no one is of surgery, but not before Larry had fallen to his knees. “I saw
excited at having to listen to the burly 48-year-old chaplain. this big cross: I begged for her to be saved. And she was.”

“I've been in prison myself,” Larry tells them. “I've been to That was in 1999. Larry became a Christian and turned his
juvenile court for stealing cars — crashed into a wall once and life round. Now he devotes himself to the welfare of the young
went straight through the windscreen. At 14 I was smoking men who, as he once did, find themselves on the wrong side of
weed and doing amphetamines.” the prison gates.

Some of the young lads sit up and listen: this is not what
they expect to hear from a prison chaplain. But then Larry
Harvey, ex-demolition worker, boxer, and, let’'s be honest, bad
boy Gypsy, is far from ‘average’ in anything he does.

“In our prisons, Gypsies and Travellers are the smallest
ethnic group in terms of numbers,” Larry tells TT later. “Most
stay well clear of trouble, but for some reason I was different.”

Larry Harvey is deputy head chaplain at HM Prison Ashfield.

Chromium Joe

The Bristol boy was born into an English Romany Gypsy
family. His Dad, Joe Harvey, known as Chromium Joe because
of his chrome-covered lorries, ran a scrapyard not far from
Pucklechurch.

Larry worked in the family business and took up boxing, but
he couldn't keep out of trouble’s way. He ran away from home,
lived in a squat and became involved in organised crime and
fighting: “I must have had over 150 pub fights.”

The young offender was sent to a government ‘boot camp’ e L - L] ! ' E :
for a ‘short sharp shock’. “That meant a shave, a shower and Life with a roller: Larry’s Dad, Chromium Joe with Mum, Linda
the toilet in two minutes flat. And if you didn't do it you got a
kicking from the staff.” i“

But it wasn't the punishing regime that turned life round MOS t Tr a VEII er bOYS S tay
for Larry Harvey, a father of five who now goes to theological
college and who, today, stands in front of a bunch of prison We.l.l Cleal’ Of tI‘ Ou.b.le. F or
boys telling them: “You got your youth: now have some . yy
respect for yourselves.” some reason I was different.
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March 13 Langley Fair E/ 1
March 17 Paddy Cosgrove Show, What s gomg Oll
London
April 9 or 10 Dick Smith Show, Barnsley
April 17 Kenilworth Horse Fair
April 25 Holme Firth
May 1 Wisbech Horse Fair,
Peterborough
May 12 Stow Fair
May 20 Wickham Fair, Portsmouth
May 30 Appleby Trots
June 2to 8 Appleby Fair
June 22 Cambridge Fair
July 15 Seamer Fair, Scarborough
July 24 Kenilworth
July 4 &5 Brigg Fair, Hull
August 18 Priddy Fair,
Weston-Super- Mare
August 21 Beehive Fair
August 24 Lee Gap Fair
August 27t029 Eddie’s Fair and Drive,
Newcastle upon Tyne
August 29 St Mary’s Hill, Wales : - =g -
Thanks again to Jim’s Video’s Linda Taylor caught this line-up of Gypsy cobs at
(07538 684204) for our Fair Dates Appleby Horse Fair. This year the Fair runs from

June 2 to 8. euoro: Linda Taylor

WIN a new 16GB iPad with WI-FI. alpha

alpha Ltd are giving you the chance to win this fantastic prize.

All you need to do is answer this question correctly Connecting Numbers
to be in with a chance of winning:

What fruit would you associate with the iPad?

A - Orange
B - Apple
C - Kiwi

Text IPAD a,b or c to 82055
Entry cost 50p + 1 std msg.

You can enter more than once and each entry is charged at 50p + 1 std msg. Bill payers permission required. Competition closes at
midnight on 31/05/11. You can also enter for free by sending your answer with your name, Telephone number and address on a
postcard to alpha Ltd, Digbeth Court, 162-164 High Street, Digbeth, Birmingham B12 OLD. All enfries must be received by 31/05/11.
Text Entries received affer the closing date will not count but may still be charged. Terms and Conditions are available on our website.
Service provided by alpha Ltd. Customer Helpline. 0845 021 2000

Website: www.alpha .com - Telephone: 07828 155 626 - Email: sales@alpha .com
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people and

Dlgltal dukkermg

Rebekah looks ahead on eBay

COVENTRY CLAIRVOYANT Rebekah Markham is carry].ng
on the family tradition of telling fortunes, but with one
difference: she does it online.

Thoroughly modern Rebekah works on eBay. “Dukkering
— fortune telling — is something you're born with,” Rebekah
tells TT. “It’s a service, just like window cleaning.

“I work off eBay and on a psychic phoneline: it's a good
home-based job which I do ‘as and when’ —it’s hard to work
full-time with three children and lots of housework.” So how
good is she? “You get impressions, more than anything else.
Sometimes you'll get a name as well. So far I've only ever
had positive feedback,” says the 34-year-old.

Rebekah's family hailed from Bridgend and Sussex.

She believes she got her gift from her great-grandmother,
Gentila Roberts, although she also has a very
knowledgeable auntie, Carole-June, who reads jewellery
and works with angels and crystals. “We have different
interests in that respect, but it's lovely to know Gentila (and
her ancestors) have passed the gift on.”

(See Rebekah’s daughter, Katia, off to school for her
first day - page 10)
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A/
He’'s our man

A HUGE THANK YOU to all our readers who took part in

the ‘Big 2010 Survey’. Nearly 700 of you completed our
questionnaire and told us what you thought about TT. People
of all ages and from all different Traveller communities around
the country took part. We also heard from many readers with
family, friendship and work
connections to the community. ;ﬁ% e
Our survey report should be %

so we'll let you know the
main findings in the next
issue of TT magazine.

Survey prize draw cash
winner, George Lee, might
have a change of heart now
he’s in the money. George,
who has worked since the
age of 14, least likes the
competitions in TT and
most enjoys the lifestyle
features.

Sixty-year-old George
runs his own meat
company in Kent and ‘thanks to his
mum and dad’ went to University to study food technology
and inspection.

eviction
presses ahead

Two hundred letters
— and still eviction looms

FACING THE PROSPECTS of a summer  PHOTO:Jason Smalley
eviction Chorley Gypsy Mike Linfoot has

appealed to the local council for help. But Chorley Council
has told TT: “They have to go.”

Mike and his family have been happily settled on their
own land at Hut Lane since 2009. The children go to school
while regular health care has helped medics to spot some
health problems. “We’'d never have known about this had
we been out on the road,” says Mike.

“We need a home for 6-8 families with 12 caravans. I have
sent over 200 letters to estate agents across Lancashire but
there’s just no land available.”

Reach for the Sky:
TT has been asked to point out that neither Keith Emmett, Michelle Emmett nor
Cosgrove Lodge are associated in business with Liz Emmett.



SCott

sh care system

'violated our nights’

Death of two-year-old remains a mystery

THE SCOTTISH
care system in the
1950s led to “serious
violations of the
human rights of
Travelling people,”
says Scottish Traveller
Peter Kelbie (left).

47-year-old Peter
was taken into care
in the 1950s along with his brothers and
sisters. His sister Alexina died in care
aged two and a half; an older brother
remains in care, a victim, claims Peter, of
the care regime.

Peter also lost his father, Alexander,
who died in 1966 aged 33 in Croy,
Inverness. The circumstances of
Alexander’s death were investigated by
police but Peter believes the truth has yet
to be told.

“We were taken into a care system that
was brutal. We would have been better
off in our camps than in those children’s

homes. In some cases dogs were better
treated than us. And baby Alexina was
not the only Traveller child to have died in
care.”

Peter has met and spoken with many
Scottish Travellers and linked up with
many more on Facebook, but he has yet
to be re-united with all his own family. “In
the 50s and 60s many Travellers families
were taken into care and they went
through hell. Many never survived. It was
a violation of their human rights.

“Dad believed baby Alexina was
murdered and there should have been an
inquiry: the only justice is when you find
out the truth.”

Peter contacted TT “because I want
other Travellers to know what we have
been through and because, through your
magazine, we have a voice.” However
he thinks a full investigation may be too
late because too many witnesses have
since died. “I wonder if now is the time for
forgiveness.”

Best Will
In the
world

HE'S MADE A LIVING
pretending to be the world's
most eligible bachelor, and
with a royal wedding this
April, Marc Rattigan is going
to be busier than ever. In
between photo shoots and
studying to be a radiographer, life has never been more
hectic. Lookalike Mark was first noticed in 1997. “My
family were watching the televised funeral of William's
mother, Princess Diana,” he says. “At school the
following day everyone, including the teachers, greeted
me with ‘Your Royal Highness' or ‘Will'.”

Marc has travelled the world, donates a part of
his fees to a children’s hospice and never forgets his
ancestry. “My father was born in Athlone, Eire, and
comes from a long line of traditional Irish Travellers. I
am very proud of my Irish Traveller roots and I would
not swap them for the world.” Marc is happy to talk
about the controversial Big Fat Gypsy Weddings.

The show was “pure sensationalism”. He knows
what his granny, the late Lizzy Gavin, would have
made of it. “If she were alive today, she'd be kicking up
a fuss because it has nothing to do with the traditional
influences of the Irish Traveller way of life.”

Read Marc in full at www.travellerstimes.org.uk
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CASH MACHINE CRIMINALS

STEAL MORE THAN MONEY

Tell us what you know about ATM crime.
With your help we can stop them

¢ Call Crimestoppers anonymously with
any information you may have

¢ Tell us what you may know,
you are

e Your information could be worth a
£25,000 reward from LINK

Remember, this is not a police
operation. Call Crimestoppers, an
independent charity, anonymously today.

not who

Call anonymously with information about crime

@/ CRIMESTOPPERS
“ ;9800 555 111
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Jack VC

I am your Gypsy warrior

Of me you can be sure

I'll wear your ribband coat
And I'll fight your foreign war.

You train me up in Dalton

You send me off to France

I was only there a short while
Before you ordered the advance.

My comrades they’'d all fallen

The Germans thought they'd won
But they’d not beat this Gypsy
From no man I would run.

So I gathered up the weapons
Moved forward on my own

And I killed those German soldiers
I killed them every one.

3

So you're sending me back home now
Say the King I have to meet

He wants to pin on me a medal

And I'm carried through your streets.

But when the war is over

And my soldiering days are done
I go back to hawking carpets
And I throw away your gun.

John ‘Jack’
Cunningham
was only

17 when he
received the
highest military
honour, the
Victoria Cross

Postcard courtesy of Wilberforce House
Museum, Hull

But you bang me up in prison
You say that I am bad

But it is not surprising

For a war-scarred Gypsy lad.

And when my days are over
You push me in the ground
With no head stone above me
No flag no bugle sound.

Yet I was once your hero

Of me you could be sure
When England needed heroes
This Gypsy heard your call.

I won your highest honour

I won your Victoria Cross

But now I lie in unmarked ground
And you don't grieve my loss.

So listen all you Gypsies

You Traveller boys heed well

Should you fight and die for England
She'll just leave you where you fell.

For we don't have a country
That we can call our own

As we travel down the highways
With a trailer for our home.

Joe Wilson
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Gypsy John VC, RIP
February 1941
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John's story

JOHN CUNNINGHAM died 70 years ago.
Amanda Reed, a Cunningham by birth and
descended from a long line of Gypsies and
Travellers, first heard about John from her
Uncle Jimmy. Eventually, and with the help of
John Colam from Linconshire Family History
Society, she unwrapped the following story.

John’s parents, licensed hawkers who sold
oilcloth and carpets, were stopping in Swains
Yard, Scunthorpe when John was born in 1897.
After school he too became a hawker before
volunteering, aged just seventeen, for the East
Yorkshire regiment. He was sent to fight on the
Somme.

On November 13, 1916 during the Battle of
Ancre, he was in a bombing party when all
his mates were killed or injured. John picked
up their bombs and attacked the German
trenches. He returned for a second attack
killing ten Germans.

John returned to a hero’s welcome (although

his Gypsy background was rarely if ever
mentioned) and after marrying and having two
children he settled in Hull.

From Amanda’s
own family album:
Amanda’s dad
and brother (right)
and Amanda on
her mother’s

knee (bottom)




Mary May & Bridey's Fashions &* Y

i o
SUPPDLIEFRS OF SO0ME OF THE FINEST FURS

LADIES” AND GHILDREN'S GABHMERE GOATS, JAGKETS TRIMMED WITH FOX AND MINK
1007 GASHMERE GAPE3 AND MINK GARMENTS INGLUDING GHILDREN'S MINK GOATS

Call us on 07799 775718 or 07879 216305

Email us at sbenjys@aol.com. www.marymayandbrideysfashions.co.uk
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Katia's oft
to school

FIRST DAY
OF TERM last
autumn saw

four-year-old °
Katia Markham The world S beSt

“Mrs Maher — she’s the best head teacher in the world!”
off to school for exclaims nine-year-old Lisa Flynn as she writes about how

the first time. fantastic her friends and teachers are at St Mary’s Primary School
What a smart in Dudley. On St Patrick’s Day Lisa enters her first Irish Dancing
young la dy ! competition. “I started Irish Dancing seven weeks ago, and I

have learned very quickly.” Young Times wishes her good luck!

A BIG WELL DONE to the pupils at John Masefield
High School in Ledbury, Herefordshire for
completing the ‘Pimp My Wagon’ project. Travellers
ot ‘- and non-Travellers joined forces to restore the

J old wagon. Want to see it? They’ve parked it on
permanent display in the school grounds.
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Help for home learners

You Choose helps with GCSEs

FIFTEEN-
YEAR-OLDS
Sam and Sherry L‘u
(pictured right)
were both home
educated. After
working on the
ELAMP project
for eighteen
months, they're
now making the
most of a new,
nationwide scheme: You Choose Bridge Builder (YCBB).

YCBB, launched on the back of the old ELAMP project,
promises to help young Travellers get a couple of GCSEs.
The exams could be anything from customizing clothes on
a budget to gardening or hair and beauty, enough to get the
qualifications that would help the young person get onto a
college course or into work.

Sherry says she enjoyed the challenge and made lots of
new friends. Find out more through your local school, the
Traveller education service or direct from Victoria Griffith on
0121 236 5100
(victoria.griffith@ormistoneducation.co.uk).

Boxing
% Tboys

e

‘ YOUNG TIMES wishes Colin
'|

% and Mark Stewart good luck as
they compete in the Scottish
Boxing Championships. The
brothers are hoping to follow in
their cousin Donald Stewart'’s
footsteps as he is both British
Silver Medallist and Scottish
Champion.

YT editor Shanterlena Knowles says: “Keep
those stories coming in!”
Call Shanterlena on 01432 344039 or email

shanterlenak@ruralmedia.co.uk
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; f'rm DREN'S BEDROOMS
Beautiful Chlldrens Bedrooms

Hand made in England !'
i I Your design or one of ours »

J " For your FREE
e brochure visit our .
| website or call us... . E..
Ty Showroom open
, 'L__,...__,. 7 days a week H ;

www.chartleybedrooms.co.uk Tel: 01959 533676

Portable toilets emptied
throughout London, Essex and
surrounding

WWeekly or one off empties

Second hand toilets for sale
Call Gary Mead 07956 656 706

www.euroloo.com gary@euroloo.com

The Travellers Advice Team at

Community Law Partnership

Legal Advice for Gypsies and Travellers on evictions,
planning matters, homelessness and related issues

Please telephone us on: 0121 685 8595
or e-mail: office@communitylawpartnership.co.uk

To advertise in Travellers’ Times visit

www.travellerstimes.org.uk
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Romany Gypsy Shirley Conde
from Grays, Essex.

As the census asks: “Are ou a Gypsy or a Traveller?”
photographer Josh Cole presents a series of community portraits.
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Why are you proud?

TT subscriber Susan Reidy has given a prize for
young Traveller boys and girls on the road. Thanks
to her we have five prizes of £10 each to give to
Travelling children who can tell us why they are
proud (please write or phone, see inside back page for
contact details).
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Old ones are
the best

Put more old photos and
stories in TT because

it reminds us younger
chavvies how it used to
be, writes Billy Pearce. By
the way, I'm on page 85
of Dominic Reeve’s book,
Beneath the Blue Sky and
I'm proper enjoying it. I'm
not the best with reading
or writing, but this book
is easy to read.

Beneath
the Blue Sky

Pr Dvwaben ol &
Thawelling Lifc in Brivam

Dinsriaic Haew

Champion boxer Joe
Why, when referring to famous Gypsies, does the
1920s British Boxing Champion Joe Beckett never
get a mention? My gran, Sophie Birches and my
great-grandparents stopped with his mother,
Charlotte Birch. I've been told my great-granddad,
Tom, even sparred with him in the ring. Joe’s
marriage is on Pathé News. I wonder if family
children realise they have Romany backgrounds.

é’m/ggﬁn‘; s your ltfe

Caroline Holland

Image courtesy of the Lord Price Collection

Tony Boxall

Tony Boxall, bookie, photographer and author of Gypsy Camera (1992) died in
December. He was best known for the stunning photographs of Gypsies that

he took between 1964 and 1968, writes Brian Raywid. Most were of the Vincents
(left), the last family on the Surrey-Sussex borders to travel with horse-drawn
wagons. (Thanks to TT, Jane Vincent and Tony were recently reunited). Tony
also photographed a number of other horse-drawn and motorised Travellers
and his shots, taken in a large stopping place near Lewes, Sussex, show families
who lived in trailers, but still cooked over wood fires, and women who still went
hawking. Inside the trailers, however, little black and white TVs were luring
people away from the fireside in the evenings and into a different world.
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Walsall
Dolphy

My father, Dolphy
Smith, born in 1893,
travelled south and mid
Wales and the Midlands
dealing in horse
harnesses, saddles
carpets and rugs, writes
Dolly Horan, right on
horseback with Dolphy
holding the reins. He'd
go to Walsall to buy
harmesses and around
1930 bought a house,
yard and stables there
and settled down.
Although he’d still go to
the fairs, he also opened
a carpet shop in town,
traded motor cars and
started a breaker’s
yard. Dad, who died in
1975, was always happy
when he was doing

a deal. Me and my
husband, now retired,
still keep a few horses
for old times’ sake.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Washable Mats

Ladies and Childrens Shoes
Call at the shop or full postal service.

Tel: 01582 794756 / 07787 767968

Availahle from Outlook is a comprehensive Home Insurance scheme for the Gypsy
and Traveller community to insure your Tourer, Static or Park Home

1st Apr“ P[J and its contents whilst it's located at your site. If you live on an official
Council or authorised Private site please give us a call for a quote.

You can contact us on 0845 873 4892
www.outlookinsurance.co.uk
A Trading name of Prospect Insurance Brokers. Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

To advertise in Travellers’ Times visit

wwww.travellerstimes.org.uk

Have you anything to share from your
Family Album? Check out
www.travellerstimes/family album

Gypsy Life in Britain

Past and Present is a o GYPsy Y

new book about Romany ~ ‘wt . B YI!;J 'F 'S IN
and Traveller life from s e
Victorian times to the ;

present, put together 4
by John McCale. He 4

dedicates his book “to 5
the memory of the *"
Gypsy people who 1

R
have gone from us.” ! 2

i R4

i . Sy
Gypsy Life in Britain l o S
Past and Present ‘ atll €8
(Gypsy Publication, '

£25 inc P&P)
07769 660194

MASTERMAN MOBILE HOMES
PARK HOMES HIRE & SALES
LIMITED u“J

TRADE PRICES

FOR YOUR OWN LAND

* Custom build specialist * The Best discount prices
* Design your own home * Ex-display priced homes
* Sizes up to 60’ * 45’twins from £45,000
Call us or visit our website for availability

TEL: 01953 606202

www.masterman.co.uk
Valley Side Industrial Estate,Off Station Road, Wymondham, Norfolk, NR18 ONN
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The New Royal Worcester Gypsy Figurine
e
A \

precious purchasef @’

at Stow Fair

PETER
JONES

FOR SOMETHING

iz A 88 Cotdeath:

ROYAL
WORCESTER

01924

362510 THE TV NATION MOURNED when EastEnders’ Ronnie

Branning lost her baby. But the storyline prompted Chobham
Gypsy Leanne Loveridge to find out for herself about cot
death risks. She persuaded The Foundation for the Study of
Infant Death to share its advice with TT mums:

1. Don’t smoke - that's you too, Dad!
2. Breastfeed if you can

uncovered.
6. Be really, really careful if you've been drinking.

This very speciol NEW Royal Worcester model‘A predious purchase ot babies die in cot deaths every year

Stow Fair' features Mary Ellen making a special purchase of valuable Hand |
Painted Royal Worcester Fruit ot Stow Fair. She's decided fo carry her baby | ©
boy and give priority in the pram fo her Reyal Worcester purchasel joosa10) z — 3 montm
BEAUTIFULLY HAND PAINTED £199 Height 8 Moy /e delivery. .

PETER JOMES, Dept. 2328, 22 Littis Westgate, Wakefield WF1 1LB X The key killer time for babies
:

" ORDER FORM To: Peter Jones, Depl. 2328, ExpDale  lsueNo_ 1 *
22 Lite Wesigate, Wakefeld WF1 118, {Maesiro) :

A precious purchase ot Stow Foir £199 a0 Security .
O s o e X Young Mums are at greater risk over cot deaths

[}

[}

]

| PLEASE ADD £3.99 P&P PER ORDER

i enclase my chegue Signature. : . .
L e i o ® Find out more: call the hotline
[}

[}

:

i

= — i 0808 802 6868

Or check out www.bubbalicious.co.uk




Classic Furniture

ltalian Furniture Specialists

“Quality furniture is what turns a house, into a home”

* * . .
Designer Contemporary Furniture *
From Italian and European Designers including:-

Contemporary Living Room Furniture ®* Modern Bedroom Furniture
Designer Dining Room Furniture ®* Contemporary Lamps, Lighting & Accessgri

Classic Furniture

43 Lichfield Street  Bilston * West Midlands ¢ WV14 0AJ
T: 01902 490 992 M: 07944 525 733
E: info@classicfurniture.biz
W: www.classicfurniture.biz



NTOUCH.

your let

Sharon’s cracked it

WHEN SHEFFIELD TRAVELLER Sharon Piggot hit 37 she decided to do
something about her reading.

Frith Park Library told her about the Sheffield
group, SAVTE, that helps people to read. But
when she arrived there she didn't know where to
go. Manager Sarah Saxon, outside having a ciggie,
asked her what she wanted.

“I can't read,” Sharon told her.
She can now and she wrote to TT to tell us how

it boosted her confidence and her self-esteem. “If e

ypsy blood in

there’s anything like SAVTE near you, you want to I/
try it.” Catching up:

“We're so proud of her,” says Sarah. reading has I{-Il l & Stewart

given me ow $

Young Travellers in Lancashire can get reading °nf1dence and CAN ANYONE HELP find family member Martha Stewart
help through the Catch Up Foundation: from Northern Ireland? She married into a Traveller family,
Graham Sigley, 01842 752297. the Knowles, around 1920. My Grandfather, who married
Amanda Martin has produced a handy card, H.E.L.P, in memory five times, had five sons and a daughter, Robina, with a

of her grandfathers Harold Jones and Francis Commons. It reads: Traveller lady called Smith in Birmingham. Robina married
Please Note I will need help with reading, writing and form filling. into a Traveller family called Dalrymple from Birmingham.
Thank you for your discretion. Angus Stewart

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

C. MyWW@

P

Specialising in Gypsy & Traveller Weddings
in UK and Ireland

HANDCRAFTED, DREAM STORYBOOK ALBUMS

- 100s to choose from
« SPECIAL EFFECTS - DVDs with menus and chapters
« SILVER, GOLD & DIAMOND PACKAGES available

s visualarts il ke

for you to view
ou?&ork and offera Contact Dhillon on

fast, friendly service. 07969 030512 or 07501 454076
WEDDINGS + HOLY COMMUNIONS

e« CHRISTENINGS
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Fine Work

Malcolm Boulton wants TT readers When GOdj_lllade meja’Romany.Gypsy,

to know about Fine Cell Work, the He told/mell'did/not'need/a’house
charity that teaches needlework in

prisons. “Here's one I made,” says ‘i_'_ie sald that th.lS landiisiyoursitoiroam:

Malcolm. (www.finecellwork.co.uk)

My Travellers’ biocod

Flows hot and true

My Gypsy.folk.will stand by you
Through thick and thin; :

Until'the day I d}gﬂ “T

Jennifer,Isaacs, Somerset

Remembering Tommv I think TT is fantastic and very artistic.

Ijust want to say ‘Rest In Peace’ to Tommy Maguire from Newcastle, I hhope it brings you lots of customers.
writes grandson Luke from Hexham, Northumberland. “He is always Dan Hunter
in our thoughts.”

Does Your Business Need a Professional Makeover?

alpha
Do you need the following? TALI(

-0800/01/02 Numbers Connecting Numbers
-Website

-Office Address (Birmingham & London)
Answered YES? Then call today and get connected!

Package Offers

One number: £70.00 inc VAT with £12.50 Credit
Two numbers: £100.00 inc VAT with £20.00 Credit
Any number + an Office Address or Welbsite:
£179.00 inc VAT with £10.00 Credit (T&C's apply)
Full package (Number, Office Address & Welsite):
£279.00 inc VAT with £20.00 Credit (T&C'’s apply)

Call us now: 0845 021 2000 to find out more

Website: www.alphaTALK.com - Telephone: 07828 155 626 - Email: sales@alphalALK.com
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Do you stay in Bassetlaw or tra vel through?

NHS

Health Promotion Unit

Bassetlaw Immunisation Team would like to

hear from you!

To help us improve our services to you, it would be of great
help to us if you would complete a short questionnaire... and
by doing so get the chance to win high street vouchers!

Question 1:
How important do you think vaccinations are?

1. Very important []
2. Important O
3. Notimportant [ ]

Question 2:
Do you feel you know enough about the recommended
vaccinations for children and adults?

Yes[_] No[] (If no, what could we do to improve this?)

Question 3:

In order for you to receive your vaccinations, we can visit you
at your sites, at your GP practice, or at various Clinics in both
Retford and Worksop areas.

Were you aware of the above? Yes[ | No[ ]

Question 4:
If you chose not to vaccinate a member of your family, what
would be the reason?

[] Do not agree with vaccinations at all

[] Not had enough information about the
injection

[] Worried about side effects

[] Unable to travel to clinic/GP practice

[] Against beliefs

1st prize £60

2nd prize £40
3rd prize £20

Question 5:
If you wanted more information or advice, how would you like
to be contacted?

[] By post
[] By telephone

[] By text
[] By a visit from a nurse

Your name:

Your address:

Phone number:

In order to enter the prize draw, please
complete all the questions, cut out and send
the questionnaire back to us in the FREEPOST
envelope provided, by 31st March 2011, to:

Donna Ramsden
Health Promotion Unit
C/0O 38 Watson Road
FREEPOST NEA15989
Retford DN22 7BR

Thank you and good luck!
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celebrate our culture

=== (Gypsy, Roma

premenen A0 TTaVEller
=1 History Month

June1-30

ENGLISH GOVERNMENT SPENDING from Travellers Got Talent to prize- continues to be celebrated,” says Ann.
cuts have meant no more funding winning poets in performance at Lewes Ann has started a new Gypsy-run
for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller (GRT) Town Hall, and from music making to group, the Barvalipen (‘heritage’ in
History Month, but communities across museum specials such as Hartlebury’s Romani) Community Interest Company
Britain look set to celebrate it anyway. Gypsies Who are ya? GRT History Month  (CIC).

Launched in June 2008 the GRT is alive and kicking. Look out for Barvalipen at Epsom
History Month has grown from a handful Gypsy woman Ann Wilson has been Downs on Derby Day featuring wagons,
of events to a nationwide celebration. involved in Gypsy, Roma and Traveller a stage, traditional food, music and

From Pavee (Irish Traveller) ceilidhs History Month since its beginning. “It's dancing on June 4.
to exhibitions of the Romany Holocaust, very important that our Gypsy culture Check out www.grthm.co.uk

Blowing TV stereotypes apart

YOUNG GYPSIES AND TRAVELLERS from Cardiff will be learning hip hop street dance skills with
Newport-based Urban Circle and youngsters from the Shirenewton site for a GRT History event in
Newport on June 30.

“Gypsy and Traveller children don't get many opportunities to do things like this,” according to
Isaac Blake of Romani Arts who has brought back Irish Traveller Daniel Flynn to work with them.

“I'm looking forward to having the stereotypes of life on the Shirenewton site to be blown apart
by these young people,” says Urban’s Loren Morris. “I'm not taken in by some of the negative
images of Gypsies and Travellers portrayed on recent TV programmes.”

The Shirenewton site also plans to present a film made with animation company, Cinetig.

Stitching history

BRADFORD TRAVELLER WOMEN Lucy Pratt, Mary
McDonagh and Dollars Ward are doing their own bit for GRT
History Month. Stitching away during Artworks’ art and craft
sessions they've produced a wall hanging and cushions that
reflect their history and culture.

Now their work is being put forward for the GRT History
Month competition run by Bradford’s Education Services for

She’s shining
through
CONGRATULATIONS
to Denise Smith
(above), ‘Niecy’ to
her friends. She won
a Shining Through

?;’1\’;1;1 agfﬁég?fﬁve - ]/ A New Communities and Travellers. More information from
v by Horton Housing on 01274 379741 (www.hortonhousing.co.uk)
Newham, East London. f Lt

The celebrations were
a great success and
Niecy's enthusiasm
and pride for her

culture shone through sInvite a Traveller .fam.i.ly into your school
during last year's sArrange a Traveller Talent competition

celebrations for Gypsy,

Roma and Traveller »Organise a family photo exhibition

History month.
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Don't miss out!

' | [' av(’é\h ers > 1s now subscription only — so to ensure you

get your copy delivered to your door,
TI , E O fill in the form below...

Subscribe today!

You can guarantee your copy,
post-free, for just £3.50 per copy.
payable to The Rural Media Company We've also introduced discounted
Note: Payment in £ Sterling only rates. Call for details.

|| Please invoice

Please send me|  |copies every 3 months
I enclose a cheque / postal order for £| |

01 copy every 3 months £14 a year
02 copies every 3 months £26 a year
03 copies every 3 months £36 a year

Note: We cannot issue invoices for personal subscriptions :
Please charge my credit/debit card for £| |

CaIQHO\ [ [T LT[ H_\ [T JLCLTT] : 05 copies every 3months  £55 a year
Expires| [ /[ | Valid from [ [ /[ ] | : 10 copies every 3 months £100 a year
ISSI_le_ numbe.r tteresisg)[ ] 11 : 20 copies every 3 months £180 a year
3 digit security code | | | |(see back of card) 30 copies every 3 months  £240 a year
Do you require a receipt? YES/NO 50 copies every 3 months £350 a year
SIGNATURE 100 copies every 3 months £600 a year
DATE

“I subscribed to
Please send form to: TT to catch up on

Travellers’ Times, The Rural Media Company, Sullivan House,

72-80 Widemarsh Street, Hereford, HR4 9HG things and see

what's going on

“We all enjoy the magazines... in the Community
lots of news, planning decisions, e - I enjoy keeping in
adverts... it’s a very inforative touch with distant
magazine and I don’t see why ) family through the
we shouldn’t pay for it.” pages”’

ALFRED COLEMAN




Travéllers’ TIMES

ONUNE

THEY SAY THAT war history is
written by the winners, but author
and activist Paul Polansky simply
refuses to accept it. For decades
his work has highlighted every
wrong committed against the
Romany people.

But no place better symbolises
his refusal to let the losers’ story
remain buried than the Romany
Holocaust camp at Lety in the
Czech Republic.

When Polansky arrived in Lety
the Holocaust site’s true history
was buried and covered up. He
found to his disgust that the very
barracks the victims had lived
in now housed 20,000 pigs.”The
fact the pig farm still remains is
a symbol of how the Czechs still
view Gypsies,” says Polansky.
“Nothing at all has changed.”

Over the decades he has
shamed the Czech government
into remembering the atrocities
committed at Lety, but says the
greatest insult remains — the pig
farm. In a new film produced
by British filmmakers Ioana

]Tqétl\%llers’ TIM ES is published by The Rural Media Company

ISSN 2046-3251

www travellerstimes.org.uk

Paul Polansky
PHOTO: Huw Powell

Sad
memorial

Contaninesco and Huw Powell
called Let Lety Be, Polanksy
revisits Lety and goes after the
Czech Foreign Minister Karel
Schwarzenburg whose father
started and operated the camp.
You can view both an interview
with Polansky and the new

film he has made at: www.
travellerstimes.org.uk. Winners
may well write the history books,
but Polansky breathes life into

an old African proverb. “Until

the lions speaks the hunter’s

tale is always glorified.” And

this lion is roaring louder than
ever. Czech Ambassador to the
UK, Michael Zantovksy said he
regretted the fact that a pig farm
still remained on the site, but told
TT: “Expropriation of the property
in public interest would be very
difficult both from the legal and
financial point of view. Several
Czech governments took up the
issue with the aim to secure the
site of the camp for memorial
purposes. So far, the issue has not
been resolved.”

—)ROPE

and the world

My Hunganan home

Second-year photography student at
UCA Rochester, Nicole Macfarlane,
has been documenting her own
Hungarian Roma culture because,

~+ she says, “I want to concentrate on

it and on how Western influences
have changed or even destroyed parts
of it.” She has the support of family
and friends (left) in her home village
where her Mother hopes to set up a
support group and art studio. More at
www.nicolemacfarlane.com

Bill & Barbie

TRAVELLERS' TIMES is saying a sad goodbye to editor
Bill Laws and Advertising Manager Barbie Smith. Bill

is leaving us to pursue his career as a writer and street
musician and Barbie has gone to develop her family
business. “Working with Gypsies and Travelling people
has been a rare privilege and I have thoroughly enjoyed
every moment of it,” says Bill.

Final thought

“There’s a lot of publicity about
Travelling people just now. Well, years
ago it was all bad. Yet in those days our
families used to work in the fields in all
winds and all weathers. I tell you what:
it put the next generation in good stead:
today lots of Traveller boys and girls

go to college or they hold down nine to
five jobs. And where I come from, in the
south west, most of the Travellers are as
honest as the day’s long.”

Larry Harvey

THE RURAL MEDIA COMPANY
www.ruralmedia.co.uk

Travellers’ Times is
the national magazine
for Gypsies and

i Contact us at:

i Editor: Bill Laws
{ Marketing Manager: Jan Howells

Travellers, and people : Sullivan House { Web Editor: Jake Bowers
and organisations { 72-80 Widemarsh Street ) L .
who work with them. ord HRA 9HG : Education Editor: Damian Le Bas

We are guided by our
editorial group and
strive for accuracy
and fairness.

{ Picture Editor: Hilary Smallwood
Marketing Assistant: Shanterlena Knowles
i Co-ordinator: Julie North

 Tel: 01432 344039
Email: travellerstimes@ruralmedia.co.uk
{ www.travellerstimes.org.uk

The Rural Media Company is a registered charity (number 1041335; in Wales 2732325). Company limited by guarantee.
Printed and designed by Kingfisher Print and Design, Totnes, Devon.




THE SOFA MAN

SUPPLIER OF THE FINEST FURNITURE

MADE IN WALES

AVAILABLE WITH
ORIGINAL SWAROVSKI
DIAMANTE CRYSTAL
BUTTONS

WWW. THESOFAMAN.CO.UK n
TEL: MATT 07989652438 OR 07548324719 EMAIL: INFO@ THESOFAMAN.CO.UK oM o



